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City of San Diego
DOWNTOWN CORE BUILDINGS

World Trade Center Building
Crabtree Building
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CITY PROPERTY REVIEW

COMMON NAME: World Trade Building
FILE CODE: S427-1

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Horton’s Addition, Block 9, Lots A, B, C, I, K & L

LOCATION: On A Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues (1250 Sixth Ave)

THOMAS BROS MAP: 1289 A-2

ACREAGE: 0.69 AC (30,000 SF)

ASSESSOR’S NO.: 534-055-01, 02 & 04

EXISTING ZONING: CCPD-CORE

IMPROVEMENTS: 12-story office building and an adjacent five story parking garage

PLAN DESIGNATION: Downtown Community Plan designates as Core. Large floorplate and
maximum FAR allowed (up to 20.0 with bonuses). Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) Program for Historic Resources available.

ACQUISITION PURPOSE: Donation

FUND DESIGNATION: General Fund

DISPOSITION OPTIONS: Open Market Sale

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 2

COMMENTS: Designated as historic site, 6-27-05.

BACKGROUND:

The Harcourt Brace Corporation (HBC) offered the City of San Diego its headquarters building at 1250
Sixth Avenue in 1993. This historically significant building was to be deeded to the city solely for public
purposes of the city, other local, state, or federal government entities, and quasigovernmental entities. These
restrictions were removed in 1994,

The HBC building consists of approximately 113,000 rentable square feet on twelve floors, which range in
size from 14,600 square feet to 2,420 square feet. The adjacent parking structure provides 265 spaces. The
property is located on a 200'x150", 30,000-squarefoot parcel fronting on Fifth Avenue, A Street, and Sixth
Avenue. The building was constructed in 1927. Tts exterior design is Art Deco mixed with New York Gothic
influence but, also, with a Southern California flare. It was designated as a historic site in June, 2005.

Its original function was as an athletic club containing a pool, handball courts, gymnasium, sleeping rooms,
dining room, and solarium. The facility was later modified into office space and the pool converted into a
mechanical room. The five-level parking structure was added to the building in the mid-1960's.
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Photo 1

The Building Viewed from Corner
of 6th Avenue and "A" Street -
Mid 1970’s
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Photo 2

The Building Viewed from Corner
of 6th Avenue and "A" Street -
1993



HBJ Building
Project No. 93101.00
10 May 1993

Photo Page No. 3

Photo 3

South elevation with fire
escape looking north

Photo 4

Parking Structure view
from 5th Avenue and A
Street (looking
southwest)
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CITY PROPERTY REVIEW

COMMON NAME: Crabtree Bldg.
FILE CODE: S431-1

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Horton’s Addition, Block 11, Lots A & B

LOCATION:;: Southeast corner of A Street and Third Avenue — 303 A Street

THOMAS BROS MAP: 1289-A-2

ACREAGE: 0.23 AC (10,000 SF)

ASSESSOR’S NO.: 533-434-00 (technically a portion of 533-433-27 - City Admin Offices)
EXISTING ZONING: CCPD-CORE (highest density zoning in the downtown area)
IMPROVEMENTS: 4-story 41,150 sq. ft building (30,000 rentable sq. ft) with 31 underground

parking spaces

PLAN DESTIGNATION: Downtown Community Plan designates as Core. Large floorplate and
maximum FAR allowed (up to 20.0 with bonuses). Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) Program for Historic Resources available.

ACQUISITION PURPOSE: Relocation of the USO as part of Convention Center expansion in 1994.
Cost: $1,202,00

FUND DESIGNATION: General Fund

DISPOSITION OPTIONS: Open Market Sale

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 2

COMMENTS: USO lease terminates 8/30/2045. Others are short term.
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